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    On a Saturday night in September 1970, the Lord Jesus Christ, by his Spirit, saved me, and took possession of my life, filling me to overflow with a burning passion for his Word. Prior to that night, I’d believed in a Jesus Christ and I’d served him in all the ways I’d been taught. I’d served him with zeal, going beyond what was normally required. I was searching for something that was missing in my life, but had no idea what that something might be. 

    But when, on that September day, this wonderful God and Father of the real Jesus Christ, brought me to a point of knowing that I was a sinner, on my way to hell, and unable to do anything of myself to change that direction. He brought a cry for help from the very depths of my being, and the true Jesus Christ who came into my life at that moment, was an entirely different person to the one I’d been following up to that point.

    Not long after that he opened my eyes to see a wonderful truth from his Word which changed my view of the scriptures for ever.

    He brought me to;

1) Jh.1:1, "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."
    Then he took me to;

2) Gen.1:3. “God said (his Word), “Let there be light.” And what did God speak but his Word.

    Back again to;

3) Jh.1:14. "The Word became flesh and lived among us."  

    And then to;

4) Heb.1:1-3. “In many and various ways God spoke to the fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he has appointed the heir of all things, through whom he created the world.

    He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his Word of power.”

    Finally he showed me that at the end of the age, when he returns in glory to judge the world, in, 

(5) Rev.19:13. “He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is the Word of God.” 
You can read all about that terrible day in Matt.25:31-46.
    The most important thing he taught me from all of those scriptures, is that the eternal name of the one we call Jesus Christ is 'THE WORD OF GOD'   The grasping of this simple truth of the Word opened my heart and eyes to many of the beautiful truths contained in the scriptures. I realised that every time the Word of God is mentioned; every time God speaks; from Genesis to Revelations, that is Jesus Christ.
    That truth exploded in my heart and mind when I realised what Jesus was talking about when he said to the Jews who were arguing with him about their belief in Moses, 

(6) (Jh.5:46-47) "If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?" 

    Because we see in;

7) Rom.15:4. “Whatever was written in former times was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.”

    And in;

8) 2Tim.3:16 “All scripture is inspired by God, and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

    The Christian church generally accepts that the first five books of the Bible were written by Moses. Therefore, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deut​eronomy are all talking about the one we call Jesus, and we really must be able to clearly find him in ALL those books.

    Today, more than ever before, this is absolutely essential for us, because Jesus, talking about the last days said in;

8) Matt.24:24. “False Christ’s and false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.”
    And Paul in;

9) 2Cor.11:4. “If someone comes and preaches another Jesus than the one we preached, or if you receive a different spirit than the one you first received, or if you accept a different gospel than the one you accepted, you submit to it readily enough.”
    But when we accept that the eternal name of the genuine Jesus Christ is the Word of God, (and there are many counterfeits), that he took human form so that we could readily identify with him; seeing the Word in action as God intended it to be; and that furthermore, the Word, which was in the beginning, was God; then what Isaiah wrote by the Spirit takes on full, glorious meaning. 

(10) Is.9:6. "To us a child is born. To us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder (the cross) and his name (singular, not names, plural) will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."
    Then we see in; 

11) 1Cor.15:45 “The first Adam became a living being; the last Adam became a life giving Spirit.”

    Add to that the Spirit inspired words of Paul in;

(12) Col.2:9, "In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell." 

    And again;

(13) 2Cor.5:19 "God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself." 
    We must surely begin to see, even though it may be only a glimpse, the immeasurable glory of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

    Now add;

14) 2Thess.2:14 “God has called us through the gospel, so that we may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
    And;

15) Rom.5:2 “We rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God.” 

    Surely one cannot but get very excited about what's in store for us at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

    We’re told in;

(16) 1Pet.1:13 “Gird up your minds, be sober, and set your hope fully on the grace that is coming to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
    And in; 

(17) Jh.8:56 “Jesus said of Abraham, “He rejoiced that he was to see my day. He saw it and was glad.”
    Again;

18) Jh.8:58 Jesus said, “Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
    But when did Abraham ever see the day of Jesus Christ?

(19) Gen.15:4-5 “The Word of the Lord came to Abram saying, “This man (Eliezer of Damascus) shall not be your heir, your own son will be your heir.” And HE brought him outside and said, “Look toward the heavens, and number the stars if you are able.” Then HE said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
    We must never overlook the simple fact, that in that moment, Abraham experienced salvation, just as we can today, when the same Word of God comes to us. That’s why he is called "the father of all who believe", whether they be Jew or Gentile.
20) Rom.4:11-12 “Abraham received circumcision as a sign or seal of the righteousness which he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without circumcision and who thus have righteousness reckoned to them. And likewise the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised, but also follow the example of faith which our father Abraham had, before he was circumcised.”

    And we see in; 

21) Rom.4:22-25 “Abraham’s faith was “reckoned to him as righteousness.” But the words “it was reckoned to him”, were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him that rose from the dead, Jesus, our Lord, who was put to death for our transgressions and raised for our justification.”
    If we show ourselves to have the same faith as Abraham when the Word of God comes to us, then we, just like him, are reckoned as righteous. We become sons of Abraham 

(22) (Gal.3:7),"So you see that it is men of faith who are sons of Abraham.”
    Because, 

(23) Gal.3:29 “If we are Christ’s then we are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.”
    And so we know what; 

(24) Rom.8:29 "Those he foreknew he predestined to be conformed to the image of God's Son, so that he may be the first-born among many brethren." 

    Remember, it is only those who share the faith of Abraham, who share with him in the promises. Because, we’re told that everything we have, or can have, with God;
(25) Rom.4:16 “Depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all Abraham’s descendants. Not only to the adherents of the law (of Moses) but also to those who share the faith of Abraham.”
    And remember! 

(26) Rom.4:20 “Abraham grew strong in his faith AS (not and) he gave glory to God.”
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    It’s very important to remember that it is only those who share Abraham’s faith in the Word of God, who share with him in the promises made to him, because, everything we have, or can have, with God,

(1) Rom.4:16 “Depends on faith in that Word, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all Abraham’s descendants. Not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham.”
    So now, let's look at Abraham's faith which was reckoned to him as righteousness, to see if our faith really measures up.  
    When the Word of the Lord came to him, as we saw in the previous study in Gen.15:4, he wasn’t a young man. While we don't know his exact age, we do know it was somewhere between 75 and 86 years, because it would appear that what happened in Gen.15:4-5 occurred somewhere during an eleven years between Gen.12:4 and 16:16.

    The incident is recorded for us in Gen.12:4, where God told him to leave his father’s house and go to a place which he would show him. 

    At that time, we’re told in!

(2) Gen.12:4, “Abram was 75 years old when he departed from Haran.” 

    And again in;

(3) Gen.16:16, “he was 86 years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him.” 
That’s the eleven year period!

    Now we read that in!

(4) Gen.21:5, “Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born to him.”

    So, for a period of somewhere between fourteen and twenty five years we’re told in;

(5) Rom.4:20-21 “No distrust made Abraham waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith AS he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he promised," (by his Word. Gen.l5:4)
    Now we see in;

(6) Heb.11:8. “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place which he was to receive as an inheritance, and he went out, not knowing where he was to go.” 

    After hearing and believing the promise, recorded in Gen.l5:5-6, of descendants as many as the stars in heaven, Abraham seems to have heard nothing more from God on the subject, till he was ninety nine years old.

(7) Gen.17:1 ”When Abram was 99 years old the Lord appeared to him and said to him, “I am God Almighty, walk before me and be blameless.” 

(8) Gen.17:16) God said to Abraham, “I will bless Sarah, and I will give you a son by her, and she shall be the mother of nations.”
Note here; it was at that time God changed Abram’s name to Abraham and Sarai’s to Sarah

    So, no matter what he may have though, Abraham, in his heart, rejected human logic, and believing God, he grew strong in his faith by giving glory to God, remembering his faithfulness, living his life from that point on, on the basis of God’s promise being the only real truth.
    Mind you, Abraham showed just how human he was, because after waiting for all those years, we find that, just like many of the saints of the Old Testament; and like us today; there comes a time when we begin to struggle with doubts about what we’ve heard from God. 
(9) Gen.17:17 Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is 100 years old? Shall Sarah, who is 90 years old, bear a child?”

    But our God’s remarkable faithfulness to his Word shins through and he doesn’t count that incident against him, because he understands our weakness. Instead!

(10) Ps.103:13-14 “As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.”

(11) 2Tim.2:13. “If we are faithless, he remains faithful – for he cannot deny himself.”

His Word is truly remarkable!

    Isn’t it wonderful that his promises don’t depend on our abilities, in any way, but on his ability to make up for our weakness with his strength?

(12) 2Cor.12:10. “For the sake of Christ I am content with weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions and calamities; for when I am weak, then I am strong.”
    Natural man's logic would have suggested to Abraham that Sarah's chances of becoming pregnant were very slim indeed. Yet we find in!

(13) Heb.11:11-12. By faith, Sarah received power to conceive, even though she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had made the promise. Therefore, by one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

(14) (Heb.3:14) “We share in Christ, if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end.” 
    God's Word has now come to us in the form of Jesus Christ. So we, like Abraham, can now share in Christ, if only we’ll hold our first confidence firm to the end.
    (15) Heb.3:13) “Exhort one another every day, as long as it is called today, so that none of us are hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”
    But do we, again like Abraham, grow strong in our faith by continually giving glory to our God? Do we truly work at exhorting one another to continue in his Word? 

    Do we really do as we’re exhorted to in!

(16) Heb.10:24-25) “Consider how to stir one another up to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as we see The Day drawing near.”
    Again, do we really, wholeheartedly work at obeying the command of?
(17) Jude v20 “Build yourselves up in your most holy faith.” 

    Are we encouraging one another every time we meet together to obey? 

(18) Pro.3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and not rely on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths?”
(19) Rom.8:28 “In everything God is working for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose?”
    But do we acknowledge God’s absolute, power, ability and loving willingness, to make that Word real and true in our lives?

    If we will do these things with all of our heart, then our faith will be as Abraham's, and like his, it will grow stronger and stronger, for we’re told in;

(20) Pro.4:18 “The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which grown brighter and brighter until full day.”
JESUS CHRIST, THE WORD OF GOD; SECT. 3

    Of course, knowing in our minds that Jesus Christ is the Word of God is one thing, but living in an intimate marriage relationship with that Word, as Lord of our lives, is another thing entirely. It requires a loving, humble, submissive, obedient attitude on our part.  

    Talking about marriage Paul says in;

(1) Eph.5:31-32 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying it refers to Christ and the church.”

    With that in mind we’ll look at some more of what he tells us on the subject;

(2) Eph.5:21-25 “Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be subject to your husbands as to the Lord, for the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is head of his church, his body, and is himself its Saviour. As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word.”

    When love is genuine then our obedient submission to the Lord will be a joyful following after him; waiting for his directions.
3) Jh.8:12 “Jesus said, “I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
    This will lead to a genuine ability to witnessing for him, both within the body of Christ, and in the world.
(4) Matt.5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a barrel, but on a stand, that it may give light to all who are in the house.

    Let you light shine before men, in such a way, that they may see your good works, but glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

    And will also lead to loving fellowship with his saints.
(5) 1Jh.1:7 “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.”
(6) 1Jh.2:10 “He who loves his brother abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for stumbling.”

(7) Is.2:5 “Come, Israel, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”
    But just knowing these things in our minds, and agreeing with our intellect is no good of itself. It’s a lot like agreeing to marry someone by becoming engaged to them. But that's a far cry from being involved in the most intimate ways with them in the total commitment of marriage. At least that is the way it used to be, and still ought to be!
(8) Matt.19:5 Jesus said, “A man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and the two shall become one flesh.”
    Again he said;

(9) Mk.10:29-30 “Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brother or sister or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake, and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.”

    Remember also; 

(10) Mk.8:35-38 “Whoever would save his life will loose it; and whoever looses his life for my sake and for the gospels will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the world and forfeit his life? Or what can a man give in exchange for his life? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels.”

    This is the kind of total submission to the Spirit of the Word which we must have if we honestly love and accept him as our Lord, Saviour, Master, Teacher and Friend. 
    Sadly, there seem to be many people now who just stay in that first stage of a relationship with God, engaged to him, or even worse, trying to live in a defacto relationship, wanting all the privileges of complete commitment, but none of the responsibilities. 
    Very few seem to have reached the final stage of total commitment to him, of being actually married to him in complete abandonment of self.  And that’s really very sad.  If we’re like that, we miss so much, and put ourselves in a position of being in danger of never having been "known" by Jesus Christ, the Word, in order to bear 'spiritual children' by him, for the glory of God.

(11) Jh.l5:8) “By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.”

    Jesus has told us in; 

(12) (Matt.7:22-23) “On that day many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many might works in your name?” And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you, depart from me you evildoers.” 

    Don't be misled, this "knowing" that Jesus is talking about, is the "knowing" of Eve by her husband Adam, i. e. spiritual intercourse. 

(13) Gen.4:1-2 “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” 

    Because, of course, Jesus Christ knows us in every other sense of the word, the Word tells us so. 
(14) Jh.2:24-25 “Jesus did not trust himself to the people, because he knew all men and needed no one to bear witness of man; for he himself knew what was in man.” 

    Do we, do you really want Jesus to have to say in the judgment, "Get away from me you evildoers, I never knew you"?
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In previous weeks we’ve been looking at, first off, the eternal name of the one we call Jesus Christ. Then we looked at Abraham’s faith in that Word, which we’re told we must emulate if we’re to receive God’s promises. Finally we looked at our own faith, to see if it really measures up.

Now for a little of my personal testimony;

    For me, having grown up in a religious system which taught us that its priests had the power, among other things, to change ordinary bread and wine into the actual body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ, I had to know for certain what Jesus was talking about when he said;

(1) Jh.6:53-56 "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, you have no life in you. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life and I will raise him up at the last day, for my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.  He who eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, abides in me, and I in him." 

    So, looking for the answer, I acted on what the Word of God tells me;

(2) Jas.l:5-8 “If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all men generously, and without reproaching, and it will be given it to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways, will receive anything from the Lord.” 

I asked, and in answer, this is what he showed me:

    First, he took me to;

(3) Jh.6:63 "It is the Spirit that gives life; the flesh is of no avail.  The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life." 
    Clearly he was telling me that there was a lot more to what he had said earlier than meets the eye.

    Then he showed me that while to the natural eye, man is just a physical being, to God he is primarily a spiritual being, otherwise we could not have been made in his likeness, or image. 

(4) Gen.l:27 “God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”
    Physical man can only see the physical, and if it were not for my body, no other human being would know of my existence; my body being the physical evidence of that.  

    When we turn to the Word of God, to the real Jesus Christ, we must realise we would not know of his existence either, if the words were not written down. That’s why the era, where, for many centuries man’s religious system rigidly controlled much of the world, keeping the scriptures away from the masses of the people, was called, “THE DARK AGES.” 
    But when the true light began to shine out again, men re-discovered the wonder of our God’s Word, and the words of Jeremiah and Ezekiel were fulfilled. We see in;

(5) Jer.l5:16 "Your words were found, and I ate them, and they became to me the joy and delight of my heart, for I am called by your name Lord God Almighty."  

    And;

(6) Ezek.3:1-3. “Eat this scroll, and go speak to the house of Israel.  So I opened my mouth and he gave me the scroll to eat. And he said to me ‘Son of man, eat this scroll that I give to you, and fill your stomach with it.’  Then I ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth." 

    But just who are the members of the house of Israel that the Lord is talking to?

(7) Gal.3:28-29 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for we are all one in Christ Jesus. And if we are Christ’s, then we are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.”

(8) Rom.9:6-8 “It is not as though the Word of God has failed; for not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his descendents, but, “Through Isaac shall your descendants be named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise who are reckoned as descendants.”
Remember again the words of Jeremiah in Jer.15:16.

    We read in;

(9) Deut.8:3 "Man does not live by bread alone, but by EVERYTHING that comes from the mouth of God."

(10) Matt.4:4 "Man does not live by bread alone, but by every WORD that comes from the mouth of God."

    The reason I use the RSV words in Deut.8:3 is that in;

(11) Jh.20:21-23 “Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this he breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven, and if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
    I ask you, where did that breath come from, but his mouth, therefore it’s not just the words, the flesh, that proceeds from the mouth of God, but the Spirit also. After all, the words we use for breath and spirit are covered by the same word as wind in the Hebrew language.

    But now back to eating the flesh, and drinking the blood of Jesus Christ. The scriptures, in the bible, are the physical evidence of God's Word.  So, the entire book from Genesis to Revelations can, in light of the scriptures we’ve read, clearly be seen as the body of Jesus Christ, the Word, which we must eat to have his life in us.

    When Jesus said, "eat my flesh", he was telling us to take the written Word into our hearts – to literally eat it.  The wonderfully amazing thing about this is, if we do it gladly, the Word, on its part, will do its own work in us, provided we give it free course in, and complete access to, every area and corner of our lives. 

    After all, we do claim to have accepted Jesus Christ, the Word of God, as Lord of our lives, don’t we? If we’ve truly done this, then that Word will certainly develop in us an appetite for itself. Remember Jer.15:16.

    As for the Word doing its own work in us, we read in; 
(12) Heb.4:12-13 “The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and revealing the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid bear to the eyes of him with whom we have to deal.” 
    And who is the Word revealing the thoughts and intentions of our hearts to?
    We all know and understand, I presume, that if one takes all the blood out of any living being, that being is dead. And it’s on this basis that God’s Word tells us in;
(13) Lev.17:11 "The life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it for you upon the alter to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement, because of the life in it.” 
A life given for a life!
    We’ve all, I assume, heard the words of;

(14) Ezekiel 18:4 “The soul that sins will die.
(15) 1Pet.2:24 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; by his wounds we have been healed.” 
    Truly, a life given for me that I may no longer be dead to God, but alive to him in Christ Jesus.

“The life of the flesh is in the blood.”
     That is, the blood gives life to the flesh, and in the same way it is the Spirit of the Word which gives life to the written Word.  Without the Spirit we have only the ‘written code’, and that, of itself, just brings death: 
(16) 2Cor.3:6. “God has made us competent ministers of a new covenant, not in a written code but in the Spirit. For the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

    But we really can’t have one without the other, because we hear Jesus telling us in;

(17) Jh.16:13-14 “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

    If we stay with the written Word only, and neglect the Spirit, that can so easily lead to arguments and disputes about words. 

(18) 2Tim2:14. “Avoid disputes about words which do no good, but only ruin the hearers.”
(19) 2Pet.1:20-21 “First of all you must understand this, no prophesy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophesy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” 

    But to attempt to stay only with the Spirit also leads to a whole other raft of problems, as we can surely see in many church groups. For how can we test the spirits of the prophets, preachers and teachers, but by going to the revealed, written Word? After all, that was one of the prime purposes of us receiving the Holy Spirit! Remember Jh.16:13-14! 

    We read in;

(20) Acts.17:11 “The Jews at Beroea were more noble than those at Thessalonica, for they received the Word with all eagerness, examining the scriptures daily to see if these things were so.” 

    Again we read in;
(21) 1Thess.2:13-14 “We thank God constantly for this, that when you received the Word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as what it really is, the Word of God, which is at work in you believers.”

    So clearly, acting as the believers in Beroea did, we must search the scriptures in order to test the spirits, because God’s Spirit delights in our reading his Word; the other spirits do not.

(22) 1Jh.4:1-3 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are of God; for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this we know the Spirit of God; every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which you heard that it was coming, and now it is in the world already.”

    So it is very important that we remember, and know the new covenant which we’re now under. God himself will teach us by whatever means, and through whatever people and circumstances he chooses. We read in;

(23) Jh.11:49-52 Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to the council, “You know nothing at all! You do not understand that it is expedient that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation should not perish.” He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.”

    But back to this new covenant we’re under, we read in; 

(24) Heb.8:10-11. “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach each other, or every one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will be merciful toward their sins, and I will remember them no more.” (Jer.31:31-34)
    It was this new covenant which the Spirit inspired John to write to us about, saying in;

(25) 1Jh.2:27 “The anointing which you have received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you; as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true and not a lie, just as he has taught you, abide in him.”
    Jesus himself makes the outworking of this new covenant very clear for us in; 

(26) Jh.10:2-5 “He who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own he goes before them, and the sheep follow him for they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”
JESUS CHRIST THE WORD OF GOD; Sect. 5

    Last time we looked at the genuine Jesus Christ, as opposed to the many counterfeits around today, and how death with, and re-birth in Christ are both absolutely essential for us.

    Now we’ll have a look at how very important it is that we remind ourselves of, and know the new covenant which we, as descendants of Abraham are under, through faith in God’s Word to us.

(1) Heb.8:10-11. “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach each other, or every one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sin no more.”

    But who are these people who are members of “the house of Israel”? Remember last time what we read in?

(2) Rom.9:6-8 “It is not as though the Word of God failed; for not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his descendants; but, “Through Isaac shall your descendants be named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are reckoned as descendants.”

    And;

(3) Gal.3:28-29 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for we are all one in Christ Jesus.”

    Now let’s add;

(4) Gal.6:15-16 “Neither circumcision nor un- circumcision counts for anything, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God.”
    We read in;

(5) 1Cor.2:11 “What person knows a man’s thoughts except the spirit of the man which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.”

    Bearing in mind that no one knows what was in God's mind when he caused his Word to be written down for us except the Spirit of God, we see that no one knows how to apply those thoughts in our lives except that same Spirit of God in us.

(6) 1Cor.2:13 “We impart this in words not taught by human wisdom, but by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.”

    Because;

(7) 1Cor.2:12 “And we have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God". 
    Surely, one of the greatest gifts he has given us is his Word, in written form. And we have no right to expect to understand that mighty Word unless we are reborn, Spirit filled, children of God, thereby being in a position of having him reveal that Word to us, either directly, or through others who also actually possess that same Spirit, the Spirit of his Word, and so have the mind of Christ dwelling in them. 

(8) 1Cor.2:14-16 “The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”

    As for those well versed in this world’s wisdom and those regarded as noble or strong by the man’s standards, we read;

(9) 1Cor.1:20 “Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this age?

    Again in;

(10) 1Cor.1:26-29 “For consider your call brethren; not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth; but God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong, God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are (considered) nothing, to bring to nothing things that (think they) are (something), so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 

(11) 1Cor.1:30-31 He is the source of our life in Christ Jesus, whom God has made to be our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification and redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast of the Lord.”

    Once more in;

(12) 1Cor.3:18-21 “Let no one deceive himself. If any one among you thinks he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise; for the wisdom of this age is folly with God; for it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile”. So let no one boast of men.”

      If these thoughts; these words; of our God are truly in our hearts and lives, and in those brothers and sister around us, then we can freely “eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood,” that life-giving blood of Jesus, the Spirit of the Word. 

    And that living water, which Jesus spoke of, will flow into, and out of those who know, and are known by, the Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

(13) Jh.4:10 “Jesus said, (to the Samaritan woman at the well) ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him and he would have given you Living Water.”
    In answer to her question about this Living Water Jesus said;

(14) Jh.4:14 “Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water, welling up to eternal life.”

    And the Word spokes very clearly to us about this Living Water in;

(15) Jh.7:37-39 “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, “Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.” This he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

    If we will wholeheartedly obey that Word, then we will, without fail, bare much good fruit to the glory of the Father.

    Because Jesus again said in;

16) Jh.15:5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

    And in; 

(17) Jh.15:6 “If a man does not abide in me, he is cast out as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned.”
    Once more he says in; 

(18) Jh.15:7 “If you abide in me, and my words abide you, ask for whatever you will, and it will be done for you.”
    Finally, in; 

(19) Jh.15:8 “By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.”
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